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Who is Professor Devin?  

Biography  

Professor Devin is a Pulitzer prize-winning newspaper columnist, social activist, author, and an 

Economics Professor at Oglethorpe University in Atlanta, Georgia . He is also the Founder of 

Going Against the Grain Group. He is a native of the Unite d States Virgin Islands and the great-

great grandson of a runaway slave. He joined the U.S. Army at age 17 after offered an 

ultimatum by a juvenile court judge following a string of felony charges he was facing and a 

near-death police brutality incident. A cademically astute but socially dysfunctional, Professor 

Devin possessed a unique blend of street smarts and book sense. Professor Devin, an Airborne 

Paratrooper, completed his service as a highly decorated Non-Commissioned and received an 

honorable discharge from the U.S. Army in 1998.  

  

Since then, Professor Devin has made countless speaking appearances for topics such as 

parenting, business, motivation, leadership, and the black reconciliation. He has shared stages 

or appeared with Judge Greg Mathis, Ac tor Danny Glover, Reverend Jeremiah Wright, 

Reverend Al Sharpton, and other top national thought leaders. He is the author of 7 books. Two 

of his most popular titles are, òBlacks: From the Plantation to the Prisonó and òRebuilding the 

Black Infrastructure:  Making America a Colorless Nationó. Professor Devin's unforgettable 

speeches leave attendees with energy, inspiration, and provoked thoughts.  

  

His appearance in the straight to DVD Documentary, òThe Black Hairó, authoring the best-

selling book, òHow to Become a Successful Black Beauty Supply Store Owneró earned him an 

appearance in Ebony magazine in 2008 as a Beauty Supply Ambassador, an industry he 

continues to work helping the inner city  become owners of Beauty Supply Stores. Soon after, he 

founded the  Beauty Supply Institute . He continues to write a column for the Daily News 

newspaper since 2003. His book òRebuilding the Black Infrastructureó answers the questions of 

òWhat Should the Black Community Do Next?ó  

  

Professor Devin has appeared on many regional and national news outlets to include, CBS, 

WSB, Fox, NPR Radio, XM Radio and more. He makes frequent lectures at universities across 

the country.  He holds a Bachelorõs Degree in Business Management and a Masters Degree in 

Business Administration . He is currently earning  a Doctoral Degree in Business Marketing, 

which knowledge he uses to empower people and hold businesses accountable for their actions.  
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Professor Devinõs Lecture Topics 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE BLACK IDENTITY  

ñThe Moveé The Mockeryé The Mental Slaveryò 

 

DEVELOPING AN ENGAGING MIND  

Overcoming Thought Obstacles  

 

THE BLACK BEHAVIOR  

ñWhat it isé What it is notò 

 

ENGAGING IN BLACK ECONOMICS  

ñWhat Makes the Black Economy Fail or Succeedò 

 

THE BLACK INFRASTRUCTURE  

ñAn Economic Breakdown: The Missing Vesselò 

 

BLACK MALES AND PRISON  

ñAn Identity Crisis: A subculture of sufferingò 

 

THE BLACK EDUCATION  

ñHanding over our Intellectual Propertyò 
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Professor Devin: Written Work  

 
òOur Achilles He el of Entertainment ó 
You know how the Achilles heel is a very co veted part of an athlete. If that is damaged, 
they can kiss their careers goodbye. It is so synonymous with un-recovery that we refer 
to it in our lives as habits or behaviors that keep us from growing or succeeding. It's no 
secret what Blacks were initially brought to America to do. It was to increase 
profitability and serve the oppressors' needs. Much of this servicing came by way of 
leisure and entertaining society. We were welcomed as comedians, singers, partygoers, 
and musicians well before we were not iced as intellectuals. This is a harsh truth that we 
often see as a taboo subject. We attempt to move on from the factual perils of our past, 
which I completely agree with, but we can't party it out of our memory and attempting 
to get it out of our memory without knowing our history is reckless and irresponsible.  
 
There are many behaviors that were forcibly embedded into us but marginalizing the 
value of knowledge is perhaps the most fatal. Entertainment is so engulfed into our 
culture that businesses continue to approach us from this vantage point; going as far as 
investing in making our times of leisure more smothering. Fast food chains use urban 
music to market a value meal to our children, while the Census Bureau, even in its 
serious nature, couple rap slang and uptempo beats to encourage Black participation in 
as important an activity as being counted. Let's put this in perspective; others "work" 
(earn wealth), to persuade us to relax and "spend" our wealth. 
 
The issue isn't that we know how to relax and  have fun. The issue isn't only the 
frequency of this behavior. It is also how this behavior has given the impression that 
this is pretty much all what people (sometimes ourselves) see our contribution to 
mankind to be. Yes, Michael Jackson was the best-selling entertainer of all time but he 
also held the patent for Magnetic Gravity Defying shoes. This deposit of his intelligence 
will remain with us forever. Even with his intellectual contribution, he is still generally 
revered for his entertainment value.  
 
As we relax, we must remember. As we go on to ignore, we must grow in intelligence. 
If we ever expect to gain the fair image that is out there for us we have to unplug from 
the frequency of our leisure, lethargy, and listlessness. Though businesses smile with us 
as they exploit our entertainment fetish, they are cashing in on their energy, sweat and 
equity by sacrificing their desire for entertainment. When will you? Think or sink!  
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Professor Devin: Written Work  

 
òDecreasing the Prison Population ó 
In my òHistory of the American Economyó class, we had an invigorating conversation. I 
stated that the slave system had less to do with race, and more to do with profits. 
Interestingly, the most vocal adversary to what I said was a white student. He felt it had 
much to do with race which led to a high energy conversation. I broke it down for him 
and enlightened the entire class. Dutch slaves landed in Virginia with the early settlers 
in 1607. While settling, those Europeans made attempts to enslave Native Americans 
but, because of their familiarity with the terrain and possession of resources, they 
successfully fled. Besides, at that time many Native Americans were diseased ridden 
and had very short lifespan. Attempts were also made at enslaving Hispanics, however 
they were unable to withstand the intense labor needs that were required of a slave, 
thus came the African who perfectly fit the mold. As you can see, Africans just so 
happen to fit the profile of profitability for European settlers. What does this have to d o 
with prison inmates? Blacks are once again not being targeted because of race, we find 
ourselves once again fitting the mold of what's needed by the investors of the prison 
system; little education, little parental guidance, little economic power. I wrot e about 
this in my book, Blacks: From the Plantation to the Prison.  
 
Like colleges and the military, school is the largest resource pool for prison recruitment. 
I know it sounds disingenuous to state that prisoners are being recruited, however 
when an organization uses students moving through school to meet its objectives, I call 
that recruiting. Since prisoners began offering profit -bearing benefits and market share 
growth to private corporations and cheap labor opportunities for the government, we 
are beginning to see a diabolic shift in the handling of our young people. When we treat 
them like prisoners, that's how they will act. We put metal detectors in schools and 
force praying out. Instead of having police officers and monitors "parade" the school, 
why not have college counselors do the same? Why not show a new impressionable 
high school freshman that we are preparing for their academic success, not their 
criminal behavior? We must understand that when something shifts from being burden 
to becoming a benefit, the dynamics of the relationship also changes. We have to retain 
our students in the educational system instead of allowing easy access to crossing the 
bridge into the justice system. Steve Teske, a Clayton County Georgia Judge, once told 
me that teachers must stop suspending and expelling students that make them mad 
instead of students that intimidate them. We recklessly enroll students into the justice 
system for correctable mischief that is not severely criminal. I indeed agree! 
 
Since we know, the lack of parental involvement is a major factor in student failure, 
educators must do a better job inviting and including parents to be part of the 
educational process. Sending home letters of invitation to a PTA meeting is not enough. 
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The overall atmosphere must be inviting to parents. Many schools make parents feel 
excluded from the educational process, thus they feel disconnected from the 
disciplinary process. Technology such as "calling posts" and email should be utilized to 
report minor infractions to parents. Parents are only being alerted for detention, 
suspension or expulsion infractions, however by the time the student makes it to this 
point they have already made many other infractions such as, late or skipping classes, 
verbal assaults, and disrespect. At home, children tend to be well-behaved. This sets 
parents up to become irate at school decisions on disciplinary actions, not knowing 
there were other minor violations.  
 
In its current state, many of our students are being propped for a life in the criminal 
justice system. Lowering the prison population means increasing parental involvement 
at the schools. Educators have requirements to qualify for in order to teach, while 
parents have none to be a parent. This means, in many cases at the public schools, 
parents rely on guidance from the teachers but not in the form of demands. 
Condescending attitudes towards parents can drive a significant wedge between them 
both. This only harms the child and subsequently the community. We see more money 
being tossed at what we view as an educational problem but when this money simply 
go to better security systems, shinier floors, and better landscaping, what have we really 
done for the educational advancement of our students? Nothing! The money is to be 
supplemental to engaging instruction. Parental involvement must be primary to newly 
painted reserved parking spaces. We must understand that what we actually do with 
the time we have the attention of our kids is largely more important than simply the 
amount of tim e we are around them. 
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Professor Devin: Written Work   

 

òDemanding Respect in a Demanding Society ó 
As I visit our communities throughout America, I am often able to notice one common 
thread amongst many of our residents; an aggressive attitude. As I assess further and 
ask questions, I realize that this aggression isnõt aimless or unprovoked, it is largely due 
to the pursuit of respect. I once listened in amazement as a female driver and male 
driver cursed each other out at the top of their lungs right in bes ide the burial ceremony 
for my grandmother in St. Thomas. It was because of the cars parked alongside the 
cemetery, one driver argued she had the right away while the other one insisted that 
she was the one who needed to wait for his lane of traffic to pass. On another occasion, I 
was awakened in the early morning to another male and female argument. The lady 
roared at the guy for knocking on her door so early and that he was scaring her kids. 
She threatened his life for this, while the man escalated the argument by pleading with 
her to touch him. He even told her that she isnõt the only one with a gun. Someone 
couldõve lost their life that day, and it wouldõve all been because of an òearly knocking 
on a dooró. Fortunately, there was a mediator there to diffuse the situation but their 
hands were full during the diffusion. Then as I drove from town to country, I witnessed 
another couple fist fighting in their car. Driving in St. Thomas is tricky enough. Banning 
cell phone use while driving is proof of how tric ky our roads can be so to be fighting 
while driving? I donõt know but I believe there should be a ban on that too. 
 
What I am trying to illustrate here is there is so much aggression in our communities 
that we have accepted as a part of our culture. However, if we accept this then, we may 
as well accept the crime. You see, I wasnõt the only person capable of witnessing these 
events, our children are too. We can make attempts to justify why we get into life -
threatening arguments but those justifications are irrelevant. All our children see is 
aggressive demeanor coupled with disrespectful words. They are too young and 
impressionable to dissect any justifications. All they know is their mother acted like a 
tyrant and their daddy bucks like a bull. This doesnõt only happen in the streets. It also 
happens in our homes. Our women break the spirit of our husbands and sons by the 
constant abundance of criticism, our men disregard our women and daughters by not 
communicating with them lovingly. Many times it is all b ecause they feel the need to 
maintain their bravado, while siblings compete with one another for the title of the 
favorite child.  
 
Much of this behavior is due to the desire for respect! Is it totally our fault? Perhaps, not 
all of it. It is obvious that our mental health is unhealthy. Add that to how difficult and 
expensive it is to live a comfortable life in America and we have a recipe for disaster. 
People become discouraged and angry. They resort to òquick fixesó such as crimes of 
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greed, or addictions to soften the pain. We have a government that is expected to work 
for the people but instead many of the elected and appointed officials work for 
themselves. They oddly forget where their pay comes from; the taxpayer, which means, 
their òserviceó should be to the taxpaying citizens and not to the benefit of their 
òfriendsó. My father was recently reflecting to me on how much peaceful fun they had 
back in his days. He said that if someone spilled another personõs drink in a party, they 
willingly took them to  get another drink with no incident of respect seeking. Today, we 
have our young men going to events waiting for their opportunity to gain some respect 
through aggression. Where did they learn this aggression? So how do we turn this 
around? This past weekend I was in Nashville, Tennessee and Selma, Alabama. I was in 
crowds of people in both places, however the visit to Selma stuck out in my mind more. 
I went there to participate in the 45 th anniversary of the òBloody Sundayó reenactment 
march. This was the march that Martin Luther King, Hosea Williams and many other 
demonstrators organized in order to gain voting rights for the people of Selma. State 
Troopers and local police beat, mauled, threatened, spit on, choked, water hosed, and 
put their police dogs t o attack the demonstrators as they crossed the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge. This goes down in history as one of the worse attacks on civilians by law 
enforcement, even as they peacefully demonstrated. However, guess what? Despite 
those who shed blood, the voting rights of black citizens were granted! What does this 
all mean? It means that if we have a desire for something, then we must be willing to 
demand it.  
 
Those of us who have a better understanding of anger management must step up to the 
plate instead of running scared from these low self-esteem cowards who shoot bullets 
as they hide behind cars and buildings. Doing commentaries is something I love to do, 
but we know that I am often preaching to the choir. Those who need the message most 
rarely listen to substantive radio. We must fight for a òPeaceful Billó out of our 
government. We must make it a òrightó for our children to live and grow up in a 
peaceful atmosphere. We must send a clear message to those who frivolously disrupt 
our peace that we are willing to take our streets back in the name of our future. We 
must teach to the respect-seekers that there are many other ways to gain respect besides 
violence, aggression, bullying, or disrespecting others. If we fail to demand peace, we 
will never once again li ve in a peaceful society! 
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Professor Devin: Written Work  
 
How Does the Black Community Move On?  
Today, March 20, 2010 during a live taping on C-Span, I sat ringside as Tavis Smiley, Dr. 
Cornel West, Dr. Julianne Malveaux, Minister Louis Farrakhan, Michael Eric Dyson, PhD, 
and others as they discussed whether a Black agenda is necessary for the forward 
progression of this country. There were great points made and others I disagreed with. 
One thing I do believe is that our President is the president of all of  America and not 
just Black America. Weõve heard this countless times. This means he receives votes from 
ALL of America, thus, like a handful of other presidents, his agenda should be to 
equalize opportunities for ALL of America in the best and fairest way  possible. I donõt 
think we need to demonize him or unjustly pressure him into making decisions that 
further drive a wedge into our country. With this being said, I think if he is as much of a 
òpupiló of Abraham Lincoln as he says he is, there should be some type of provisions in 
place for those who are less fortunate. Great points were made that Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Bill Clinton all had agendas that included 
Blacks. Should President Obama be held to a different standard? Should it be called a 
Black Agenda, a Left-Out Agenda, a Help Needed Agenda, or Poor Agenda? Who 
knows. But what I can say is when you are elected to be a public servant on any level of 
municipality, you must ensure that your tenancy in the seat wor ks on behalf of those 
who elected you to serve. If this is in place, actually labeling it any type of agenda 
would not be necessary because it would be understood that your service will work on 
everyoneõs behalf, period.  
 

 
Here are some of the comments mentioned today (paraphrasing):  

 
Michael Eric Dyson, PhD  - It's not stimulus, it's stimu-them. We never got stimulated and 
we won't as long as we have the same people collecting the money that was promised to send it to 
us... Obama is not Moses, he's Pharoah! We must tell him "let my money go"... Don't confuse 
cultural love for political accountability. I love the brother... If the price of admission is the 
devaluing of your body, you are paying too high a price. 
 
Tom Burrell  Author of the book "Brainwashed" - The brainwashed becomes part of the 
brainwashers. The abused become part of the abusers. We waited for Abraham Lincoln 
to free us. We waited on Franklin D. Roosevelt to clothe, house and feed us. Now we 
are waiting on a black president to economically li ft and save us. Stop focusing on 
White people because it buys into the concept of their superiority.  
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Louis Farrakahn  - President Obama does not run America! He was chosen to govern 
White affairs. I am proud a Black man sits in the White House but the rea l power is in 
those who surround the power. We are in 2010 and still fighting for jobs and justice! We 
can't keep sitting around begging Whites to solve our problems. America is in debt and 
will never be able to pay that debt to its debtors, so instead it bullies who it owes money 
to. We must pool our wealth in our community to change the condition of the Black 
community. We've had black mayors, yet haven't seen any change of condition of 
blacks in those cities. We've had black governors, yet haven't seen any appreciable 
change of the black citizens of those states. We now have a black president. We 
shouldn't expect that alone to make a positive change of blacks in America. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson - We dominate the March Madness in basketball, and the May 
Sadness in graduation! 

Dr. Cornel West  - You can't be successful at a movement if the people you serve are 
only interested in pleasures and lust, because they will be held captive to their pleasures 
through short -term, narrow -minded pacification by the oppres sor. 

Dr. Julianne Malveaux  - The average White familyõs wealth is $170,000, Black family 
$27,000, and the Black single mother wealth $5!!! (no typo). Our issues are embodied in 
economics and behavioréStimulus packages must be sent to cities and not states. Cities 
have a more intimate connection with the needs of the people, not the states. 

As you can see, there are varied responses and approaches to how we can come 
together as a country and move forward in an equitable manner. We must be more 
willing to inv ite this type of dialogue from all angles of intelligence and parameters of 
the issues. We are all stakeholders in what goes wrong and what goes right in public 
policy. The worst thing we can do is try to ignore the pursuit of fairness and progress 
that needs to be made. If we do, we will witness as a community regresses, and 
neglected children mature into despondent adults, it doesnõt matter if you voted, 
remained silent, or paid your taxes, the villains will be the ones treating all of their 
victims equit ably, with a fair dose of criminal pillaging . 
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Professor Devin: Written Work  

When I was in St. Louis for the launch of the Redirection Boycott for Black Beauty Supply Stores 
on November 16th, 2009, I encountered a very interesting discussion. We were at my friend, 
Sojohna Bellõs Ladyz of Elegance Salon in St. Louis, MO when her father and the president of 
the St. Louis Cosmetology Association, Jeff Houston, got into a healthy debate. They argued 
who had more influence, the black church or the black salon. One backed the church because of 
its historical legacy in bringing black people together and executing movements, the other 
argued that before folks go to church, they go get their hair òdoneó. The friendly debate was 
entertaining, yet insightful.  
 
It made me think for weeks. Where is the Black Conscience and who influences it most? As an 
educator, my added component to the argument wouldõve been the Black College, but instead I 
just wanted to bask in the discussion as a speculator. But as I thought about it some more, I 
wondered, does the Black College even have the influence as I wouldõve suggested? How many 
Blacks are even enrolled in these 100+ universities? As I continued to analyze and reflect on the 
exchange in St. Louis, I began to form my own independent belief. The Black Conscience is 
actually in our history not in a building. This is because 100% of us came from the history while 
100% of us are not in the salon chair, church pew, or classroom desk. Even though we have 
segments of the population that have seemingly separated themselves from our history, that 
doesnõt make it less influential. Just because we rally around our history less than we rally 
around the hot comb, doesnõt make our history less influential. We are who we are. Our 
spiritualness and determination exists no matter the setting. There are terrible fallacies that exist 
in our society; such as the black salons being the compass for what we do and the black church 
carrying the burden of organizing. People tend to think that once you have  black skin, you fit 
into a box and are not multi -dimensional. Blacks mean Democrats. Blacks mean struggle. Blacks 
mean entitlement. Blacks mean oppressed. This is where folks get it wrong. We see marketers 
packaging products that target the black communit y all with the same hue. We witness black 
targeted music being delivered with identical presentation. Are we really a one -dimensional 
people? 
 
The conscience of the people lies from whence we came, not from what we are doing. If we 
expect to give our society a mental boost, we cannot look in places that are finite. We have to 
look at our origin and the influence of our creation. Once we are able to identify and connect 
with the real conscience of the black community, which is persistence, resilience, innovation, 
strength, peace, and togetherness, we will see that our destiny and direction lies not only sitting 
under a dryer or sitting in a pew, it lies in a broader deeper recipe. That is where the conscience 
of the black community resides and that is where w e as a people should permanently live. Once 
we grab that, we grab our conscience. 
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Professor Devin: Published Titles  
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Who Has Professor Devin Served? 
 
 

Professor Devin is not only from the community, he continues to work in the 
community. He know s how to get any inner city community to rally around an 
important cause and he demonstrates his ability through his oratory skills and 
passionate leadership. From addressing thousands of students at graduations, to 
leading citizens on peace protests, he r emains a pivotal ingredient in the community. 
(Videos available upon request.)  

 

Address 7th Grade Students 

 

Leading a Peace Protest 

 

Hosting a Radio Workshop 

 

Peace Walk 2010 

 

Teaching an ROTC Cadet how to tie a 

necktie 

 

Hosting the 2009  

Atlanta Mayoral Debate 


